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ABSTRACT 



The Slovak society is in the process of transformation. The 
main direction of transformation is political, from the totalitarian to the 
democratic society. The growing cultural variety of Slovakia increases the 
importance of multicultural education for student teachers. This curriculum 
guide for multicultural education in teacher training in Slovakia has been 
developed with advice and input from university colleagues from all over the 
world. The purpose of the curriculum is to provide a framework for the 
inclusion of multicultural education in Slovak universities. The guide is 
divided into the following sections: "Curriculum objectives" ("Basic 
concepts"; "Purpose of curriculum"; "Curriculum objectives"; "Character of 
curriculum") ; "The starting points of multicultural education in Slovakia" 
("Needs of the society"; "The needs of the school system"; "External 
conditions"); "The sense of multicultural education" ("Expectations"; "Key 
values"; "The importance of multicultural education"; "The character of 
multicultural education"; "Target groups"); " Intercul tural competencies of a 
teacher" ("Content standards"; "Performance standards"; "Abilities"; 
"Skills"; "Personality standards"; "Attitudes"); "The content of 
multicultural education" ("Themes"; "Methods"; "Co-operating areas of 
education"); and "The course of multicultural education" ("Hidden 
curriculum"; "The place in the study programmes"; "Time frameworks"; 
"Evaluation") . (BT) 
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A. CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES 

This part of curriculum deals with its purpose and objectives. 



Basic concepts 

The concept of multicultural education in this curriculum denotes ed- 
ucation for cultural plurality. It is the education that supports cultural plu- 
rality and a peaceful coexistence. 

The concept of multicultural understanding denotes the ability of 
a member of a certain culture to enter into the spirit of a different culture 
and to accept it. It is the understanding among various cultures. 

The concept of intercultural in various connections (e.g. with compe- 
tencies) denotes the ability of viewing various cultures from a detached 
point of view, the ability to perceive them in mutual interactions. 

The concept of culture in this curriculum denotes the spiritual culture, 
that is a set of signs, values, ideas, norms; artifacts in which they are ex- 
pressed; activities in which they are realised; institutions which secure 
functioning of culture. All these elements are features of a certain social 
group. 

The concept of social group ( community ) in this curriculum denotes 
a grouping of people in a certain territory where the system, functional and 
organisational connections characteristic just for this group come to exist- 
ence. The collective awareness of the social group is formed in psyches of 
its members in a mutual communication. 

The concept of universities denotes a complete level of education be- 
tween the secondary school-leaving examination and obtaining a degree of 
master. 

The concept of curriculum denotes a set of contents (themes), teaching 
and educational methods, output standards and explanation of existence of 
such curriculum. 

The concept of standards denotes the goals of education, i.e. the point 
to which the educational process is to bring the students. These are the 



